Custom Font Trailing v0.5b for Gimp 2.10

This update fixes a number of errors that had been introduced in version v.04b.

Custom Font Trailing was added as a possible replacement to FontSlab - a plug-in that allowed the
user to modify the size, angle and appearance of a custom font along a path. The obvious difference
between the two plug-ins is that Trailing adjusts the characters to fit within the current user path
making its use less a matter of trial and error (or user judgement).

Modifying the Character Size

The image below shows the output from Trailing using the default settings (plus Trailing
background and drop shadow) with a straight line path and a badly drawn hill.

Below a new path has been used to follow the shape around the badly drawn hill.




With the characters size modifier set to 10 increases the size of each character by 10!!!

If you use a negative value it is wiser to use smaller amounts; the plug-in will report with an error
message if it cannot fit the current text with the chosen value. Here a value of -4 was used.

The custom font fits the user path in both cases.



Modifying Character Spacing

The default character spacing using the space character width to separate words (if a visible space
glyph is available that will be displayed).

Use a character spacing value smaller than zero to move the characters closer together (the space
character will however retain its original value).

Each new character can be made to be overlap the previous character. There is an option to allow
each new character to sit behind the previous character. (NB The text will currently not completely
fill the user path when using reduced character spacing.)



The behind option can improve legibility when the amount of overlap is signifiant.




Jitter

The character jitter now works as it should. To use jitter set a jitter value and Trailing will adjust the
angle of the character on the path by a random amount using the jitter value.

By default this value is applied to every character. You can force the jitter to be applied only to
alphanumeric characters which can improve readability with large jitter amounts. You can see this
in the punctuation and brackets used in the text below.




